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SCRIPTURE PROOF 


FOR 


Provincial Authority. 


_ Reverend Brethren, 
2&8 Þ ON the undoubted Principles 


2 5 of CHRISTIANITY, that 

Our SAviouUR did not come 
to anlwer the vain Expecta- 
. tions of the 7eus in a Tem- 
_ M ESSIAH; nor did He come with 
any Deſign to give Diſturbance to the Civil 
Polities of the World; but took them as 
He found them, and left them fo too, 

But that the grand Deſign of that Graci- 
ous Occonomy, or Condeſcenſion of the 
Son of God, in taking upon him the Hu- 
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man Nature, was, To give Mankind the 
Laſt, the Greatcſt, and the Fulleſt Manife- 
ſtation of the Will of GoD, in Relation to 
the Reformation of the Sacred Polity 3 That 
however difhcult the Peace and Happineſs 
of this Life might prove, through the Pride, 
Ambition, and Worldly Intercſts of Men; 
yet thoſe who would be his Followers in his 
Mediatorial Kingdom here on Earth, might 
be led into a certain Way and Method, how 
they might guide and conduct themſelves, 
through all che Maezes and Difficulties of 
the Wildcrneſs of this World, to their ever. 
laſting Peace and Happineſs in the Heavenly 
Canaan. 

Theſe, I ſay, being apparently the Prin- 
ciples of this laſt Reformation of the Sacred 
Polity, which we call Chriſtianity z we have 
from hence ventur'd to raiſe an Hypotheſi is, 
which I hope does by this Time carry a ſuf- 
ficient Self Evidence of its own Reaſonable: 
neſs along with it, vis. That Chriſtianity 
enter'd the World without any Deſign of 
diſturbing the Civil Politics of it ; but, by its 
Principles, endeavour'd to improve, confirm, 
and ſtrengthen, the Dutics and Intereſts of 
them, in all Relations of Government, whe: 
ther in the Magiſtrate or the Subject. 
And therefore have from thence inferr'd, 
that this Spiritual Incorporation of the Chri- 
ftian Society, at its firſt Settlement in the 

World, 


| 
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World, muſt neceſſarily, upon theſe Princis 


ples, (to avoidall Appearance, or even Um- 
brage, of interfering with the Civil World) 
adapt and conform that external Authority, 
which was abſolutely neceſſary for the well- 
being and good Government of it, to the 
ſame Model and Limits of Juriſdiftion they 
then found the Civil World under. 

And therefore after a ſhort Enquiry into 
the State of the Civil World, as it then 
ſtood, we have found both the Roman and 
Eaſtern World, which at that time com- 
priz'd all the known Parts of the habitable 
World, or Omwim, (for Africa was then Ro- 
man) to have ſettled the Limits or Bounda- 
ries of their Juriſdictions in the Provincial 
Method, and therefore from thence have fur- 
ther ventur'd to aſſert, that 


Provincial Authority was the Firſt Ex- 
ternal ſettled Authority in the Church 


of Chriſt. 


This is now to be further prov'd and il- 
luſtrated by a double Enquiry into Fact. 
VIZ. | 


I. What Evidence or Footſteps we have of. 


the Provincial Authority, within the 
Compals of the Sacred Canon. 


II. What 


5 
— 


e 


2 „ 27 = ” 
Sans "16 $4 


61 


It- What Improvements of it we meet witx 
in the Apoſtolical and Primitive Ages 
immediately ſucceeding that, till it ar- 

_ rivd at its full Perfection. 


And here it may be remembred we have 
had | occaſion to mention a Diſtinction 
(which is obvious. enough) between the 
Time of Converſion and the Time of Set- 
tlement; becauſe there mult be firſt a Con- 
verſion of the World to the Faith of Chri- 
ſtianity, before there could be any Eſta- 
bliſhmerit of a Chriſtian Socicty, this Di- 
ſtinction will neceſſarily require here a Re- 
collection or Reconſideration, becauſe the 
Compals of the Sacred Canon takes in on- 
ly the Apoſtles Lives, it being concluded 
by St. John's Revelation, the longeſt Liver 
of them. 

. Now their Commiſſion being confeſſed- 
ly Univerſal, and guided by the infallible 
Conduct of the Holy Spirit, promis'd to 
them by our Saviour himſelf, their Lives 
and Labours too, muſt be chiefly: ſpent in 
the Converſion of the Wortd to the Faith 
of Chriſt, and therefore within that Com- 
paſs can expect to meet with only ſome 
Footſteps; ſome Intimations,, and leading 
Principles towards a full and thorough E- 
ſtabliſhment of that Authority which muſt 
be i for the good Government of 


the 


44 Bu 

the Chriſtian Socicty when thoroughly Set- 
tled and Eſtabliſhed, and yet we ſhall' find 
even here very many, and ſome pregnant 
ones too, of the Provincial Authority. 
To begin then with our Saviour's Com- 


miſſion to his Apoſtles, this Commiſſion is 


the moſt fully deliver'd. by St. Matthew, 
where we find it Prefac'd with this Cha- 
racer of Authority, All power is given me 
both in heaven and upon earth, by which 
Characteriſtick Note of A Given Power, as 
has been already remark'd, cannot be meant 
the Divine Omnipotence, (for that he had 
always and eflentially as God,) but that 
Power which does neceſſarily reſult from 
the mediatorial Kingdom, he was now at 
his Aſcenſion to be inveſted with, and was 
himſelf in Perlon to exerciſe in Heayen as 
Otavlewmres God Man, for there is one Medi- 
ator between God and Men, the Man Chriſt 
Feſus; and theretore muſt leave the Mini- 
ſterial Functions of it here on Earth, to 
ſuch as ſhould be by himſelf authoriz'd for 
that purpoſe; And therefore we find St. 
John expreſſes this Delegation in theic 
Terms, As my Father ſent me ſo ſend I you ; 
but with this Promiſe Lo! I am with you, 
by the Grace, Influence, and Conduct, of 
the Holy Spirit, anto the end of the world. 
At which Time St. Paul tells us, the Me- 


» Matt, xxviii. 18, 19, x 
diatoxial 


* 
” : 7 > £ 
- + - n 2 4 x <4" 
. S . 8 C . 3 * \ 
0 EY — 4 — — _ - | 
. 1 += 4 - 3. 


OY 
e mas 4. | 


9 
2 


—ů — 
LEA 


2 — 
* Ss 


. 
„ , 
4 


— 


—_— E. „ — - . m_ - - . - 
— —— —— —⅛ —— 8 
2 yp. 3 * : * 72 ST 7 


0 — _ ce * * * - 
7 oC ee ee A ene 


— 


— —_ — 
* — 


= 
* -+ 


2 oa” — 
6— BM. 4 
<4, -> 


(8] 

diatorial Kingdom was again to be given 
up to the Father, that God [the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt} night be all in all. 

Accordingly we find the Commiſſion of 
this Power, to his delegated Subſtitutes here 
on Earth, contains - theſe two general 
Parts. 

i/t., The Office or Duty they were 
Commiſſion'd to, which was, to Diſciple 
or Convert; to Teach, Inſtruct, Baptize, 
and conſequently Govern thoſe Diſciples 


or Converts, according to the Rules, Laws, 


and Inſtitutions of the Chriſtian Faith, àc- 
cording as he had commanded them. 

2dly. It contains the Limits or Bounda- 
ries of that Juriſdiction they were com- 
manded to exerciſe; they were to g0 es 
le 7s E; Or as St. Luke expreſſes it, 4. 
ria Te Ehn, beginning at Jeruſalem. Where 
the only Obſervation I would at preſent 
make, in relation to the immediate Enqui 
ry now before us, is, that the Terms here 
made uſe of to expreſs the Limits or Boun- 
daries of their Juriſdiction, are ſuch as the 
Greek Writers of the Roman Affairs (and 
ſuch theſe Evangeliſts were) between the 
Age of Auguſtus and Conſtantine, do ge- 
nerally make Ute of, when they would ex- 
preſs the Limits or Boundaries of Provin- 
cial Juriſdictions, for r, in the Greek 
Writers does always mean what the Latins 
expreſs by Provincia. N 


But 
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But this Obſervation will appear more 
plain in the Proceſs of this Enquiry, par- 
ticularly when we come to explain the 
thirty fourth Apoftolical Canon; in the 
mean time let us proceed to enquire what 
further Force and Illuſtration this Intima- 
tion may meet with from the conſequent 
Practice of the Apoſtles themſelves, in the 
Settlement of theſe Nations or Provinces, 
after their Converfion ot them to the Faith 
of Chriſt, within the Compaſs of the Sa- 
cred Canon. | 

Only it it will be neceſſary to make this 
ſhort Remark further, that after this Com- 
miſſion granted to them, St. Luke tells 
us, our Saviour commanded them xo? to 
depart from TFeruſalem, but to ſtay there 
and wait for the promiſe of the Father which 
they had heard of him, till ſuch time as 
they ſbould be endowed with power from on 
high. With this and the Aſcenſion imme- 
diately ſuccecding it, St. Luke cloſes the 
Hiſtory of his Golpel, and from this Period 
he commences the Hiſtory of his Acts of 
the Apoſtles; where immediately after a 
ſhort Recapitulation of this Command, 
with the Aſcenſion ſycceeding it, and fill- 
ing up the Apoſtle's Place now vacant by 

the Death of the Traytor Judas. In the 
Beginning of his ſecond Chapter he gives 

* *  Þ Chap. xiv. 49. © Joh. xiv, 
B us 


[ 10 ] 
us the Hiſtory of the Deſcent of the Holy 
Ghoſt upon them, the promis d Aſſiſtance 
of their departing Saviour, with the Gitt 
of Tongues and Miracles, as neccſlary for 
the Arduous Work they were commillion'd 
to, the Converſion of the World to the 
Faith of Chriſt, and the Government of it 
when ſettled in it. 

Under this Divine Conduct then, which 
has been prov'd to be the only Univerſal 
and Infallible Conduct, we muſt now, with- 
out troubling our ſelves with the Hiſtory 
of thcir Converſions, proceed directly to 
enquire after ſuch Matters of Fact as do con- 
cern the Settlement of their external Go- 
vernment, when by their Converſions they 
had gathered Numbers ſufficient for it, be- 
ginning firſt with the Hiſtory of the Acts 
of the Apoſtles. | 

When St. Paul was vouchſafed a mira- 
culous Converſion from being a zcalous 
Perſecutor, to become a zcalous Chriſtian. 
We find our Saviour tells Ananzias, who was 
ſent to illuminate both his Mind and Body, 
that he was a choſen © Veſlel to bear his 
Name, zr re 97% x; BASοNν,, before Nati- 
ons or Provinces, and Kings, or Governors 
of them, as well as before the Sons of 1/- 
rael, and this we ſhall find abundantly made 
good of him in the Progreſs of his Story. 


« Akts ix. 15. 1 
a ut 
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But for the more regular Enquiry . from 
this General Commiſlion of our Saviour to 
all the Apoſtles; and this particular one by 
the Mouth of Ananias to St. Paul, we may 
diſtinguiſh rhe Scripture-Evidence for Pro- 
vincial Authority into theſe two Claſles, or 
Kinds of Teſtimony. 

1. Such as give ſome Account of the Ci- 
vil Provincial Authority. 

2. Such as lead us into the Settlement of 
Ecclehaſtick Provincial Authority. 

The firſt Notation of the Civil Provincial 
Authority we mect with within the Com- 
paſs of the ſacred Canon of the New Teſta- 
ment is, that remarkable one we meet 
with © by which the Birth of our Saviour 
was ſo providentially diſtinguiſh'd, It came 
to paſs in thoſe days that there went out a 
decree from Ceſar Auguſtus, that all the world 


ſhould be taxed. And this taxing was firſt 


made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria. 
Here are plain Indications of the Exerciſe 
both of Rozen and Provincial Authority at 
that time in Judea, as both the Decree of 
Ceſar Auguſtus, and the Mention of the 
Governor of Hria do ſhew us, for Judea 
was at that time reckon'd as a Part of that 
large Eaſtern Province, 


Luke ii. 1, 2. 
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But then to clear and vindicate this Paſ. 
fage of St. Luke, for even Sacred Writ is 
not ftce from the Cavils of ſome; It is ob- 
jected that during the Life of Herd the 
Great, at the latter End of which this hap- 
pened, The Subjects of Fadea were not ta- 
xed by the Roman Officers, nor indeed were 
they till the Expulſion of his Son Arebhelaus, 
which happen'd about ten Years after his 
Death: And further, that at that time Cy- 
renius, or Quirinius, for lo the Latins call 
him, was not Governor of Hria. Theſe 
Cavils are built upon the Want of a due At- 
fention to the original Text of the Evange- 
liſt ; the Word St. Luke there makes uſe of 
for taxing is Amyezp), which does not ſignify 
the actual levying of a Tax, but what the 
Romans properly call'd Cenſus, or Ati 
mal io, the Deſcription or Enrollment of the 
People, ſetting down in Tables, their Ages, 
their Children, their Families, and Eſtates, 
fo Twlly * deſcribes the Office of the Cenſors, 
Cenfores Populi, c_/Evitates, Soboles, Fa- 
milias, Pecuniaſque cenſento. 


This was often done, both at Rome and 
in the Provinces in Auguſtuss Time, with- 
out the levying any Tax; for that was uſu- 
ally expreſſed by other Words, as Tiunas or 
Twwiue, and the Officers appointed for the Al- 
ſeſſment of it, were call'd Twym. | 


f Lib, 2, de Leg, 


But 
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But to what end then was this Deſcription 
of the whole World made! In anſwer to 


which, it muſt be obſery'd, That as our Sa- 


yiour was not born, till the lattet End of the 
Reign of Herod the Great; ſo neither was 
he born till Auguſtus, that Great and Wiſe 
Ptince, had ſettled the Roman Empire in full 
Peace. The Temple of 7anus.was thrice 
ſhut in his Reign, which was the Signal of 
univerſal Peace to all the World ; firſt, af 
ter the Antiac Victory, when he had redu- 
ted Anthony and all the Eaſt; a ſecond 
time, after his Cantabric War, which was 
about four Years afterwards ; the third time 
was in the 26th of Auguſtus, reckoning 
from his Antiac Victory, and the 33d of 
Herod reckoning from the Siege of Feraſa- 
lem, and Death of Antigonus, the Begin- 
ning of that Year, in the latter End of which 
our Saviour was born ; and this Peace, as the 
Hiſtorians obſerve, laſted twelve Years, the 
longeſt Space we meet with in that unquiet 
Empire of the Romans ; which was no 
doubt providentially deſign'd, that the Prince 
of Peace might come into the World, in as 


peaceable a Time as the Condition of it 
would then allow of. 


Under theſe Intervals of Peace, Ihen 
Augaſtus ſaw before him fo plain a View of 
an Maſter of the whole World, as the 


Amen call'd it, he turn'd his Thoughts 
upon 


1 
1 


$7 
upon taking a general Account of his, ex- 
rended Empire : in Order to which, | he 
thought it neceſſary to make an univerſal 
Cenſe or Æſtimation of his Subjects. The 
Nature of the Thing was well known in 
the City of Rome; it having been their 
conſtant Cuſtom ever ſince the days of 
Numa, to do it every five years, and the 
Officers appointed for it were from thence 
call'd Cenſores Populi, always diſtin from 
the Prætor Urbanus or Civil Governor of 
the City; nor was it always accompany'd 
with the actual levying of a Tax, but 
was ſucha Cenſe or Aſtimation, as might 
ſerve for cither the levying a Tax, or re- 
cruiting the Army as there might be Occa- 


ſion. 
For theſe Enrollments or Aftimations 


were laid up in the Publick Archives of the 
City, as we find not only Tertullian but 
even St. Chryſoſtome, ſo late as his time, ap- 
pealing to this particular Cenſe, as then 
ſubſiſting in the Roman Archives, for the 
Truth of our Saviour's Birth. This being 
then the Nature of the Cenſe, and this 
the Occaſion of it; (for we find Auguſtus 
made this uſe of it, becauſe he left behind 
him under his own Hand-writing what 
Suetonius calls, Bre viarium Imperii, in 
which was contain'd, as Tacitus tells us, 
Opes Publice. via. Quantum civium ſocig- 

rumque 
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rumque in armis, quot claſſes, regna, provin- 

ciæ, tributa, aut vectigalia, & neceſſitates 

ac largitiones. Que cuntia ſud manu per- 
 feripſerat Auguſtus.) This I ſay being ſo. 

" Notwithſtanding Sentius Saturninus was 
at that time Preſident of Syria, yet Qrenius or 
Quirinius might be cmploy'd upon this par- 
ticular Service, for we find him at this time 
in the Eaſt, and when Auguſtus firſt ex- 
tended that Buſineſs of the Cenſe to the 
Provinces (for it was firſt done in- his time) 
Dios tells us, "Emugey "Anus diy, Tears F Ii lar, x; 
1 F Nagar Veh NOW the chief Merit 
of Quirinius's Actions ariſing from his Ser- 
vice in the Eaſt. (for he was at firſt but a 
private Citizen of Lanuvium, but as Tact- 
tus" tells us, for his Service in Cilicia he 
obtain'd a Triumph, was made Conlul by 
Auguſtus, and when he ſent his Grandſon 
Cains into Armenia, was made his Go- 
vernor) Theſe Services neceſſarily ſuppoſe 
him to be very well acquainted with the 
Affairs of the Eaſt, and to be there about 
this Time. B 

It may be therefore reaſonably ſuppoſed 
he might be employ'd in this particular Ser- 
vice by Auguſtus, and may give us further 
| a very good Reaton why, upon the Deſtruct- 
| ion of the Social Kingdom and Depoſi- 7 
tion of Archelaus, he was the Perſon then it 

e A. U. C. 766. d Tacit. Lib. 3. c 48. 0 

| employ'd 
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employ d to put that Sentence in Execution, 
About Eleven years after this, when the 
Country of Judea was to be reduc'd into the 
ſtrict Form of a Reman Province; becauſe 
he knew beſt hgw to deal with that ſtiff- 
necked and obſtinate People, as having be- 
fore taken the Cenſe or Æſtimation of them, 
and therefore was now firſt ſent to be the 
Preſident of Syria. 

This may be, I hope, ſufficient to clear 
St. Luke's Text, for the firſt Verſe plainly 
refers to the Decree of Auguſtus ; And the 
Second being plainly a Parentheſis, (which 
never means more than the Illuſtration or 
further Confirmation of what went before) 
may reaſonably be conſtrued to ſignify no 
more than OGrenius actually levying that 
Tax, when he came to be Preſident of 
Syria, ſent on purpoſe to reduce Judea, to 
the ſtrict Form of a Roman Province, which 
he knew from the Cenſe or Æſtimation 
of them he had made before, they were 
able to bear, for which ſee 

The next remarkable Notation of the 
Civil Provincial Authority we meet with, is 
where Jahn the Baptiſt's Entrance upon his 
publick Office is diſtinguiſh'd thus. * Now 
in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius 


Cefar, Pontius Pilate being governor of 


- i Att. v. 37. ſeph. Antiq. lib. 18. c. 1. Euſeh. 
Eccleſ. Hiſt. lib, 2 6. 91 Luke iii. 1. 


Judea, 
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Fudea, and Herod [ Antipas) being te- 
trarch of Galilee, And his brother Philip 
tetrarch of Iturea, and of the region of 
Trachonitis, and Lyſanias the tetrarch 
of Abilene, Annas and Caiaphas being the 

7 Prieſts ; the word of God came unto 
25 n the ſon of Zacharias in the wilder- 
neſs. 

Here are as plain diſtinguiſhing Marks of 
the Roman Civil Provincial Authority as 
it then ſtood in Judea, (as that word ſigni- 
fiyes the whole of that ſocial Kingdom, 
which Herod the Great, by the Permiſſion 
of Auguſtus, had enjoy'd, and by the ſame 
Allowance had at his Death by Teſtament 
divided among his Children)” as any can 
well be given us; For here is firſt the Year 
of the Emperor Tiberius's reign, the fif- 
teenth; which however the Chronologers 
may diſpute from what Epocha to fetch it, 
whether from the Death of Auguſtus, or 
from his firſt being declar'd by Auguſtus 
and the Senate, Confors Imperii, which 

was 3 years ſooner. Let in this they all 
agree that it coincides with the 2674 of 
the Preſent Chriſtian Ara; and do like- 
wite further agree that Dionyſius Exiguus 


who fixſt ſettled that Ara, did by mil- 
take fix it 3 years later than the true Nati- 
vity; and therefore coincides with the 295 


of our Saviour's true Age, and that there- 
C fore 
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fore ſince the Word of the Lord came to 
John in the Wilderneſs, if we can ſuppoſe 
him to have ſpent ſome Part of that Vear, 
in the collecting and inſtructing of his Diſ- 
ciples, before he enter d upon the Office 
of Baptizing; or that our Saviour did not 
come to be baptiz'd by him, till ſuch time 
as he had gathered the largeſt Number of 
People, that ſo his own Baptiſm might be 
the more publick and notorious, becauſe 
it was to be attended, by that extraordinary 
Miracle of the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt 
upon him. This will verify what St. Zuke 
tells us, that when 7eſus came to be bap- 
tiz'd of John, he began to be about thir- 
ty Years of Age, which was the Legal time 
preſcrib'd “ the Levites for the entrance up- 
on their publick Functions. 

To go on then; Pontius Pilate being go- 
vernor of Fudea. Here the Word Judea, 
muſt be taken in its narrower Signification, 
as it comprehends only that Part of Herod's 
ſocial Kingdom, which he left to his eldeſt 
Son Archelaus, viz. Fudea, properly ſo 
call'd, and Samaria. This Archelaus, up- 
on the Accuſation of the Fews for Male- 
adminiſtration, being remov'd by Auguſtus, 
and baniſh'd to Vienne in Gaul; that Part 
had been cver ſince govern'd by Roman 
Procurators. Coponius was firſt ſettled there 

1 Luke. iii. 23. m Num. iv. 3. 
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by Quirinius, when he reduc'd Arebelauss 


Kingdom to the ſtrict Form of a Roman 
Province, as has been above hinted. After 
him Valerius Gratus, and then Pontins 
Pilate, where we muſt at preſent leave 
him, till we meet with him again upon the 
Death of our Saviour. 

The Tetrarchs and High Prieſts, arc here 
mention'd, becauſe thoſe who were under 
their Power, had been Subjects ofthe Fewrſh 
Soveraignty in its largeſt Extent; and the 
Zewtiſh Nation, even from the Conqueſt of 
Pompey, when they were firſt made tribu- 
tary to Rome, were always reckon'd the 
moſt favour'd Part of the Province of Syria, 
and were diſtiaguiſh'd from the reſt, by 
that ſignal Privilege of being permitted, 
Uti furs legibus, to govern themſelyes by 
their own Laws; and therefore had no more 
than a Procurator Ceſaris amongſt them, 
to take Care of the Roman Intcreſt, which 
was no doubt providentially deſign'd for 


the Support of that Religion God Almigh- 


ty had appointed them, till the Meſſiah 
ſhould come to be a Light ta lighten the 
Gentiles, as well as to be the Glory of his 
People 1/rael. 

This then was the State of Judea, when 
our Saviour enter'd upon his publick Office 
by the Baptiſm of St, ZFehn. We are next 
to enquire (the eus being permitted the 

C2 Privilege 
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Privilege of their own Laws under a Roman 
Procurator) how our Saviour behay'd him- 
ſelf in his publick Office, both in Regard 
to the Laws of his own Country, and thoſe 
of the Romans. 

When our Saviour came to offer him- 
ſelf to the Baptiſm of St. John, the Baptiſt 
knowing him to be the Meſſiah, the Sent, 
the Anointed of God, forbad him, ſaying, 
T have need to be baptiz'd of thee, and com- 
eft thou to me! But our Saviour anſwering 
him ſaid, Suffer zt to be ſo now, for thus 
it becometh us to fulfill all righteouſneſs. 
This was our Saviour's general Reaſon to 
the Baptiſt, for ſubmitting himſelf to all the 
Duties, Offices, and Obſervances, of that 
human Life he had undertaken, and accord- 
ingly we find him punctual in his Obedi- 
ence to all Conditions of Authority, which 
that life had made him ſubje@ to. 

He was obedient to his Parents; as a 
* by Nation he paid the Didrachm or 

tribute to the Temple, though he rightly 
argu'd that as he was the Son of God, he was 
not oblig d to it, and ptov'd his Argument 
in paying it by a Miracle, In Regard to 
that Obedicnce which was due to the Civil 
Authority of the Romans, though he was ac- 
cus d by the falſe and unreaſonable Clamour 
of the Jews as a Mover of Sedition to the 


2 Luk it, 51. 9 Matt. xvit. 23. 
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peo ple, an Enemy to Cæſar; yet he was 
del d from theſe Accuſations, both by the 
Judgment of Pilate, who was then the 
Roman Procurator of Fudea and Samaria, 
and by Herod who was by the Romans 
conſtituted Tetrarch of Galilee, For Pi 
late ſaid to the Chief-Prieſts, Rulers * and 
Poeple, Te have brought this nun to me 
as one that perverteth the people: and be- 
Hold, I having examin d him before you, have 


found no fault in this mun touching thoſe 


things whereof ye accuſe him; No, nor 


yet Herod : for ] ſent Tow to him, and lo, 


nothing worthy of death is done unto him. 
JI will therefore chaſtife him, and releafs 
him. 

Though therefore he was derided and 
deſpis d by both of them as an abject G. 
lilean in whom they could find no reaſon 
for the Suſpicion of affected Empire; yet 
in their opinion he was no Gaulonite; and 
this even thoſe who were his Accufers, could 
not otherwiſe than be ſenſible of: For 
when the Phariſees and Herodians took 
Counfel together, to entangle him in hs 
Talk, under pretence of being juſt or xiglit- 
cons perſons according to the Ea οf Moſes, 
which was a Title affe&ed by rhe'Gailonies, 
they inſidioufly put the Gunldniriſh Queſt- 


tion, Whether it was lawful to give Tribute 
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unto Cæſar or no? For that was the Shiboleth 
of Judas the Gaulonite, the Phariſees hop- 
ing by this means to find him tripping a- 
gainſt the Law of Moſes; or the Herodzans 
againſt the Majeſty of Ceſar. ? 

But the Wiſdom of his Anſwer was ſuch 
as baffled their Deſign, and defeated all their 
Policy, for ſeeing the Tribute Mony bore 
the Image and Superſcription of Cæſar; (for 
ſo Auguſtus by the Advice of Mecænas had 
decreed, that all the Provinces ſhould pay 
their Tributc in the Roman Coin) he there- 
fore bids them render unto Ceſar the things 
that are Ceſar's, and unto God the things 
that are God's ; By this ſhewing them that 
the Spiritual Kingdom he was about to ſet 
up, was not deſign'd to injure either God 
or Ceſar ; but that thoſe who would be 
Followers of and ſubject to it, not only 
might but ought to give both to Gad and 

Cæſar what was their Due. 
And yet the obſtinate Malice of the 
Fews, by their repeated Clamours forc'd 
even an unwilling, and unconvinc'd, but 
for that Reaſon the more unjuſt Pilate 
to crucify their King, Thus it appears our 
Saviour was by diſtinguiſhing Providences 
born under the Provincial Authority of the 
Romans, livd in perfect Submiſſion and 
Obedience to it, and dy'd by it. For the 
q Matt. xxii, Mark xii. Luke xx, Dion. Caſk 
tews 


© 4 —_—_— yy” A 


L 23 ] 


eus themſelves confeſs, It tas not then 
lawful for them, to put any man to death. 
This grcat Example of our Saviour we 
may caſily believe led his Followers into the 
ſame Regard, for the Civil Eſtabliſhments 
and ſuriſdictions, as will appear plainer by 
a further Enquiry into the Truth and Fact 
of the firſt Settlement of Authority in the 
Chriſtian Church. 
For if we conſider there were but ten 
days, between our Saviour's Aſcenſion or 
final Departure from them, and the Deſcent 
of the Holy Ghoſt upon them, whole Of- 
fice it was to: teach them all things, and 
bring all things to their remembrance what- 


foever he had ſaid unto them; And with- 


al conſtder the many infallible Convictions 
of the Truth of his Reſurrection which they 
had receiv'd during the Forty days of his 
Converſation with them after it, we cannot 
reaſonably admit of any Suſpicions, that 
may or can induce us to believe, they could 
in ſo ſhort a Space forget either the Exam- 
ple, or Commands of their Saviour, for he 
commanded them to tarry in Feruſalem 
till they were endow'd with power from on 
high; And being aſſembled together with 
them he commanded them not to depart 
from Feruſalem, but to wait for the Promiſe 
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of the Father, * For ye ſhall be baptiz'd 
with the Holy Ghoſt not many days hence. 
Accordingly when the Day of Pentecoſt 
was fully come, as they ” were all together 
with one accord in one place, the Holy Ghoſt 
came upon them in that wonderful Miracle 
of the Gift of Tongues, whereby they were 
enabled to propagate the Goſpel Truth 
through all the dificrent Nations and Pro- 
vinces of the World; and this firſt Miracle 
we find convertcd in that one Day about 
three Thouſand Souls, not only Fews but 
Proſelytes of thc Gentiles, who were come 
together to worſhip the True God at that 
ſolemn Feaſt, among whom were Parthians, 
and Medes, and Elamites, and the Dwel- 
lers in Meſopotamia, and in Fudea, and 
Cappadocia, in Pontus and Aſia, Phrygia 
and Pamphylia, in Egypt, andin the Parts 
of Libya about Cyrene, Strangers of Rome, 
CTretes, and Arabians, who all of them 
heard them ſpeak the wonderful Works of 
God in thcir own Tongue. 

Thus we find the Goſpel was no ſooner 
began to be preach'd, or propagated from 
Feruſalem, and the Word of the Lord came 
forth from Mount ion, but we find it 
adapted to the National or Provincal Di- 
ſtinctions of Mankind, For every man heard 
them ſpeak in his own language. And what 

- * Adds i. 4, 5. Acts ii. 1. 
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is more remarkable, though this firſt Pro- 


pagation was ſo univerſal, that it did at 
firſt out- run the Limits of the Roman Go- 
vernment, for one Third at leaſt of theſe 
Nations. or Provinces here 'reckon'd up, 
were not at that Time, within the Compaſs 
of the Roman Empire, as is plain of the 
Parthians; Meder, Meſopotamians, Arabi. 
ans, and certainly the Elamites, for they 


were the Inhabitants of that Province of 


Perſia, where the ancient Palace of Suſe 
ſtood, Yer we find the Bleſſing was Pro- 
vincially diſperſs'd amongſt them, according 
to their Languages in their Nations. As 
the Curſe had orignally been at the Divi- 
ſion of Tongucs, and Diſperſion of Nati- 
ons at Babel, for their Rebellion againſt 
God, which is a plain Evidence the Church 
of God may be Catholick, or Univerſal, 


without being of one Language, or under 


one Monarch or carthly Head. 


And though the Text tells us, that this 


great Number of Converts, of ſo many dif- 
ferent Provinces, and different Languages, 
comtinu d ſteafaſtiy in the Apoſtles doctrine 


and fellowſhip, and in breaking of bread 
and in prayers. The great Notes and Cha- 
racteriſticks, not of a newly gather'd, but 
of a well eftabliſh'd, well compacted Church 
or Sogiety:; and further that all that believ- 
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ed were together, and had all Things com- 
mon, and parted to all as every Man had 
need, and ſo continu'd daily with one ac- 
cord in the Temple, and breaking Bread 
from. Houſe to Houſe, and having Favour 
with all the People; fo that by theſe means 


the Lord added to the Church daily ſuch 
as ſhould be ſaved. Yet theſe Halcyon 


Days did not laſt long, for the Miniſtrati- 
on of this Service to ſuch a growing Mul- 
titude, forc'd the Apoſtles to appoint o- 
ther Officers, the * ſeven Deacons, for the 
Attendance of it, that they themlclves 
might be more at Leiſure to attend the Ser- 
vice of the Word of God. Upon which 
we are told the Word of God enereaſed, 
and the Number of Diſciples multiply'd in 
Feruſalem greatly, and a great Company of 
the Prieſts: were obedient to the Faith. 
This rais'd the Malice and Fury of the 
unbelieving Jews, and certain of the Sy- 
nagogue of the Libertines, and Cyrenians, 
and Alexandrians, and of them of Cilicia, 
(of whom Saul was one) and of Aſia, aroſe 
diſputing with Stephen, who was the firſt 
Deacon, but not being able to reſiſt the 
Wiſdom and the Spirit by which he ſpake, 
in their Fury ſton'd him, and made him the 
Proto-Martyr. This Martyrdom of St. 
Stephen, happen'd, as Biſhop Pearſon © ac- 


d Als vi. 2 e Annal. Paul. 
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counts, the latter End of the Year after our 
Saviour's Suffering, 7. e. the 34th Ar. 
vulg. and the Fury of it was imptov'd in- 
to a great Perſecution againſt the Church 
which was at Feruſalem, and they were all 
ſcattcr'd abroad throughout the Regions of 
| 1 and Jamaria except the Apoſtles; 
ut when they were thus ſcatter'd, they car- 
ried their Faith with them, and went every 
where preaching the Word. 

This therefore prov'd another providen- 
tial Occaſion of enlarging the Borders and 
Boundaries of the Church; for Philip the 
Deacon upon this Occaſion, Diſcipled or 
Converted the Samaritans, and Baptized 
them, which when the Apoſtles who were 
at Jeruſalem heard, they ſent Peter and 
John, two Primary Apoſtles, to Confirm, 
and, by Impoſition of Hands, give them the 
Holy Ghoſt. After this under the Con- 
duct of the ſame Holy Ghoſt, St. Philip 
Converted and Baptiz'd the Eunuch of 

ucen Candace, and by him ſcnt the Goſ- 
pel into Athiopia. 

This Fury of the Fews, ariſing from the 
Diſappointment of their vain, miſtaken, 
temporal Expectations, gave ſtill further 
Occaſion to the provincial Enlargement and 
Propagation of the Goſpel, for Saul yet 
breathing out threatnings and ſlaughter a- 
| Acts viii. 1,--4, Acts ix. 1, 2. 
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gainſt the diſciples, went unto the high- 
prieſt, and deſired of him letters to Damaſ- 
cus lo the ſynagogue, that if be found any 
of this way, whether men or women, he 
zuight bring them bound unto Feruſalem. 

This Damaſcus, was one of the Pief 
Cities of Syro-Phenicia, call'd by I/azah 
the Head of Syria. It was indeed the Me- 
tropolis of the Syrian Empire, before the 
Building of Antioch, and after Antioch was 
built, upon the Diviſions of the Selucidæ 
became it ſelf a Kingdom under Demetri- 
us Euchæres. 

Here Saul was by Miracle made a Diſci- 
ple, and when good old Ananias ſcrupled 
to aſſiſt the providential Diſpoſition, as 
knowing him to have been a Blaſphemer 
and a Perſecutor, the Lord ſaid unto him 
go thy way, for he is a choſen Veſlel unto 
me, ro bear my Name zt Egoy 9 Bega, 
(as has been before remark'd) 2. e. before 
Nations or Provinces, and Kings or Rulers 
of them, from hence he conferr'd not with 
Fleſh and Blood, but being obedient to the 
heavenly Viſion, retir'd into Arabia Petræa, 
where: Aretas was then King, and governd 
. (having newly conquer'd it 

om Herod) by an Ethnarch or Provincial 
Governor, of his own. h 
41" BA # Ifa, vii, 8, 
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Here we may imagine a choſen Veſſel 
could not be uſeleſs; and though St. Luke 
wholly omits this Journey into Arabia, 
and St. Pauls himſelf only mentions it with- 
out giving any Account of his Employment 
there; yet we may well ſuppoſe he then 
laid the Foundation of that flouriſhing 
Church, we mect with in that Country ſo 
ſoon after the Apoſtles Times, and there- 
fore Biſhop Pearſon" allows him ſomething 
better than two Years in that Receſs. 

In this Receſs, tis generally agreed he 
recciv'd that Ecftatick Revelation he him- 
ſelf gives an Account hof, by which he was 
fully inſtructed in his Apoſtolical Office, 
and therefore upon his return to Damaſe 
cus, We find him boldly engaging the Ob- 
ſtinacy of the Fews, even in their Syna- 
| gogues, proving Jeſus to be the Chriſt. 
This brought him into freſh Dangers, and 
to avoid their Fury, and the ſordid | Corrup- 
tion of the Arabian Ethnarch, he was forc'd 
to quit the Place by a Statagem, * for the 
Diſciples tobt him by night and let him 
dawn. by the wall in a basket. From hence; 
he came to Jeruſalem, and there upon the 
ſame Argument engag'd the- Hellenic 
Jews, or Grecians ; but they alſo went a- 
bout to ſlay him, which when the Bre- 
thren knew they brought him down to Ce- | 
4 $ Gal, i. 17, » Annal. Paul. i 2 Cor. xii k Ads ix, 25. 
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ſarea, and ſend him forth to Tarſus his 
own native Country, and the Mctropolis 
of the Province of Cilicia: Thus, and by 
theſe Providences was fulfill d, what the 
Lord faid to Ananzias, he is a choſen Veſ- 
ſel, to bear my Name before the Gentiles, 
and Kings, and the Children of 1/rael. 

Then St. Luke tells us, the Churches had 
Reſt throughout all Judæa, and Samaria, 
and Galilee, and wete cdify'd, and in the 
Comfort of the Holy Ghoſt were multiply'd. 
This Opportunity St. Peter took to viſit and 
confirm the Churches, and as he paſs'd 
through all Quarters, he came to Lydaa, 
Caron, and Joppa, Maritime Towns of 
Cæle. Syria, and there by Miracles much im- 
prov'd the Number of Believers; this Viſt- 
tation produc'd the Converſion! of Cornelius, 
the firſt Fruits of the Gentiles, which coſt 
St. Peter upon his return to 8 an 
Apology to the Brethren for converſing 
with the Gentzles.® 

From hence St. Luke reſuming his Argu- 
ment, proceeds to ſhew us how the Few!ſh 


Perſecutions were providentially deſign'd 


for the Propagation of the Goſpel. They 
which were ſcattcr'd abroad upon the Per- 
ſecution that aroſe about Stephen, travelled 
as far as Phænice, and Cyprus, and Antioch, 
preaching the Word unto none but unto 
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the Fews only; (having not yet heard of 
what happen'd to St. Peter in the Caſe of 
Cornelius, or to St. Paul, who by the Spi- 
rit was gone to Tarſus, and as himſelf * tells 
us, went into the Regions of Syria and 


Cilicia, but had not as yet come to Anti- 
och) upon theſe Tydings the Church at Je- 
ruſalem tent forth Barnabas, that he ſhould 
20 as far as Antioch, who when he came 
and ſaw the Harveſt great, departed to Tar- 


ſus to ſeek Saul, who now came firſt to 


Antiach, and continu'd there a whole Year, 
where the Diſciples were firſt calld CHri- 


ſtians, and was from thence ſent with Bar- 


nabas to relicye the Brethren in Fudea, ? 
Now about this Time, Herod Agrippa, 
ſtretch'd forth his Hand to vex certain of 
the Church; this Perſecution produc'd the 
Martyrdom. of St. James the Great, and 
the Impriſonment of Sr. Peter, with the 
ſame Deſign, but the Angel of the Lord 
miraculouſly reicu'd him, and this firſt 
drove him from Jeruſalem, for tis ſaid * he 
departed and went to another place. But 
St. Lake not ſaying whither, ſome would 
have it to Rome, though it ſeems to be 
more probable he did not leave the Eaſt, 
but took this Opportunity of preaching the 
Goſpel to thole Northern Aſiatick Provin- 
ces of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Aſia, 
o Gal. i. 21. Y Acts xi. 30. 4 Adds xit. 17. 
and 


VV 
and Bithynia, to whom he afterwards ſent 
his two Epiſtles ; becauſe not long after He- 
rod's Death, as ſoon as the Provincial Go- 
vernor of the Romans, Cuſpius Fadus, had 
enter'd upon the Province, we meet with 
him again at the Council of Jeruſalem. 
Barnabas and Saul, upon their return to 
Antioch from Jeruſalem, were * ſeparated 
by the Holy Ghoſt for the propagation of 
the goſpel, and ſent away firſt to Seleucia, 
then to Cyprus, where they converted Ser- 
gius Paulus, Governor of the Province : 
From thence they came to Perga in Pam. 
phylia, from thence to Autioch in Piſidia; 
here they firſt declar'd againſt the Yewiſh 
Obſtinacy, and began to preach to the Gen. 
tiles. From hence being perſecuted by the 
Fews they came to Iconium, the Metropolis 
of Lycaonia; being hence perſecuted by the 
Jews, they fled to Lyſtra and Derbe, other 
Cities of Lycaonia, and preach'd to the Re- 
gion round about; from thence returned to 
Lyſftra, Iconium, and Antioch of Piſidia, 
confirming the Diſciples, and ordaining 
them Elders or Biſhops in every Church or 
City; when they had thus paſſed through- 
out Piſidia, they came to Pamphylia ; from 
thence went down into Atzalia, and thence 
ſailed to Antioch in Syria, where gathering 
o r Aſtsxiii.q. r Ibid. 46. | 
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the Church, they told them * how God had 
opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles. 

At this Time the Controverſy about le- 
gal Ceremonies aroſe, and Paul and Bar- 
nabas were ſent to Feruſalem to the Apo- 
ſtles and Brethren concerning it, there they 
met with St. Peter again, and all agreed to 
determine it in favour of the Gentiles ; St. 
James the Leſs preſiding in the Council 
as Biſhop of Feruſalem, the Decretory E- 
piſtle was directed to the Brethren of the 
Gentiles in Antioch, and Syria, and Cilicia. 
This ſettled the Controverſy at Antioch, 
and Paul and Barnabas determined to vi- 
ſit the Churches they had gathered, and 
confirm the Brethren : But a Contention 
ariſing about John, firnam'd Aark, they par- 
ted; and Barnabas took Mark and failed 
to Cyprus ; Paul choſe * Silas, and went 
through Hria and Cilicia confirming the 
Churches. In this Viſitation St. Paul took 
Timotheus for the Companion of his La- 
bours, and as they went through the Citics 
delivered them the Decrees, ordained of the 
Apoſtles and Elders, and ſo the Churches 
were eſtabliſh'd and increas'd. 

And when they had gone throughout 
Phrygia,and the Region of Galatia,were for- 
bidden of the Holy Ghoſt to preach the Word 
in Aſia, nor were they ſuffered to come to 
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Myſia or Bithynia, and ſo came down t6 
Troas, where a Viſion appeared to St. 
Paul, a Man of Macedonia, ſaying, Come 
over into Macedonia and help us. So loo- 
ſing from Troas, they came to Samothra. 
cia, and the next Day to Neapolis, and from 
thence to Philippi, which is the chief City 
of that Part of Macedonia, and a Colony. 
For Macedonia was ſo large a Province, it 
was divided into two Parts, Macedonia pri- 
ma & ſeeunda, Theſſalonica the Metropolis 
of the one, Philippi of the other; being 
driven hence by Perſecution, they * paſs d 
through Amphipolis and Apollonia, and came 
to Theſſalonica, the other Metropolis of 
Macedonia. After a Church eſtabliſhed 
there, to which St. Paul writes two E- 
piſtles afterwatds; forced by the Perſecuti- 
on of the Fews, Paul and Silas tetired to 
Beræa, and there made (becauſe they were 
more noble than thoſe of Theſſalonica) a 
large Converſion; but being ſtill purſued 
by the Malice of the Fews of Theſſaloni- 
ca, St. Paul was forced to retire to Athens, 
leaving Silas and Timotheus behind him, 
commanding them however to come to 
him with all Speed. © 5 
Here at Athens d he converted Dionyſius 
the Areopagrte, who was afrerwatd Biſhop 
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of Athens, and Damaris and ſome others, 
and ſo departed from Athens and came to 
Corinth. This was then the Metropolis of 
the Province of Achaia, where Gallio the 
Brother of Seneca, was at that Time Pro- 
conſul, Here $z/as and Timotheus came to 
him from Macedonia, and here he made his 
laſt Denunciation againſt the Qbſtinacy of 
the eus, Henceforth I will ga to the Gen- 
tile; here alſo he tarricd a good While, 
becaule the Lord had told him he had much 
People in this City, then took Leave, ſail'd 
back into Hria, took with him Priſcilla 
and Aquila, but left them in his way at E- 
pheſus, from thence ſail'd to Cæſarea, came 
ro Zeruſalem, ſaluted the Church, and. af- 
ter the Feaſt, returned to Antioch in Syria. 
From thence he again viſited the Aſiatict 
Churches, going over all the Country ot 
Galatia and Phrygia in Order, ſtrength- 
ning, 2. e. confirming all the Diſciples. In 
the mean Time Apollos a learaed and clo- 
quent Man of Alexandria, being better in- 
ſtructed by Priſcilla and Aquila at Ephe- 
ſus, came with commendatory Letters in- 
to Achaia, and helped them much who had 
believed through Grace, whilſt Apollos was 
thus employ'd in Achaia; St. Paul ha- 
ving paſt through the upper Coaſts came 
to Epheſus, where he abode for two Years 
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diſputing in the School of one Tyrannus, 
ſo that all they which dwelt in Aſia (for E- 
pheſus was the Metropolis of the Provin- 
4 cial or Pro conſular Aſia) heard the Word 
| of the Lord both Fews and Greeks. 5 


From hence he ſent Timotheus and E- 
raſtus into Macedonia, but he himſelf ſtay- 
ed in Ala a Seaſon; and when the Up- 
roar about Demetrius and his Craftſmen 
was over, St. Paul departed to go into 
Macedonia, i and when he had gone over 
thoſe Parts with much Exhortation, he came 
into Greece, and there abode three Months, 
confirming the Churches of Achaia. At 
ter this he determined by Pentecoſt to be at 
Feruſalem, and therefore went by Sea, only 
ſtopping at Miletus, he ſent to Epheſus for 
the Biſhops of Provincial Aſia to come 
to him there, where he gave his laſt Charge, 
commanding them to * tale heed ta them- 
ſetves, and to all the flock over which the 
Holy Ghoſt, had made them overſcers, to 
Feed the church of God which he had pur- 
chas'd with bis own blood. 

The remaining Part of St. Luke's Hiſtory 
is taken up with St. Paul's Journey to, 
and Troublcs at Feruſalem, where he was 
forced to appeal to Cæſar to ſave himſelf 
from the bloady Deſigns of the Fews, and 


Aﬀs xix. 1,----10, Þ ---- yer, 22. Acts xx. 1, 
4 — ver. 28. 
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when Portius Feſtus came into the Pro: 
vince was by him ſent to Rome, where St. 
Luke leaves him in his own hired houſe 
for tuo whole years, receiving all that came 
in unto him, preaching the kingdom of God, 
and teaching thoſe things which concern the 
Lord Jeſus, with all confidence, no man 
forbidding him. Thus far St. Luke, 

But St. Paul himſelf tells us of his fur- 
ther Deſigns ® weſtward. This Epiſtle was 
written to the Romans, (when as yet He 
had not ſeen them, but had often deſired it.) 
from Corinth, when he was about to ſail to 
Jeruſalem, to carry to the diſtreſs d Brethren 
there, the Contributions of Macedonia and 
Achaia; and therefore tells them in this xv. 
Chapter, what Succeſs he had had among 
the Gentiles; ſo that from eruſalem and 
round about unto 1/lyr:cam, (which ſigni- 
fies here, not what it did after Conſtantine's 
new Model, a fourth Part of the Empire, 
but only the ſingle Province of 1/lyricum, 
bordering upon the Adriatick Gulph) wiz. 
That fo far he had fully preach'd the Goſpel, 
yet ſo as not to interfere with any othcr A- 
poſtle, leſt he ſhould build upon another's 
Foundation ; for when he attempted to go 
into Bithynia, the Spirit forbad him, pro- 
bably becauſe it was one of the Provinces 
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belonging to St. Peter's Apoſtolical Office, 
for he telis them he did not build upon an- 
other Man's Foundation, having therefore 
no more Place in thoſe Parts, he tells the 
Romans, * When I take my journey into 
Spain T will come to you. But now Igo to 
Feruſalem * to miniſter unto the Saints, 
and again, when I have perform'd this, I 
will come by you'into Jparn. 

This Expedition into Spain was under- 
taken (as all agrec) after his firſt Delive. 
rance from his Accuſers before Nero. And 
they generally allow about five Years Time, 
between that and his laſt Apprehenſion and 
Martyrdom, which might give him Time 
to viſit the Weſt, as diligently as he had done 
the Eaſt. Accordingly St. Clement of Rome, 
whom he calls his Fellow-Labourer, gives 
this general Account of his Labours in the 
Weſt as well as the Eaſt. * Kö w3ulu©& ; tom 
Ty Ava, % on Ty Adee, N vdtey Lissag wry Kai: 
TNC, MM %u S They & x60mev, Y CM n TY 
S Ae Ne, N WhrpiCa; om F *Hywwor, From 
which Paſlage and Length of Time allow'd 
for his weſtern Labours, our learned Biſhop 
Stilling fleet makes a very probable Con- 
jecture, That St. Paul might viſit the Pro- 
vinces both of Gaul and Britain, becauſe 
they were at that Time very well known to 
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the Romans ; and the Ti # Ad,’ might 
well be extended to the Extremi Hominum 
Morini, and the Ultima Thule, known to 
be even under Auguſtus, one of them the 
moſt Northern Border of Gaul, the other of 
Britain. 

Thus far the Hiſtorical Part of the Canon 
of the New Teſtament has led us, in an En- 
quiry after the firſt original Settlement of 
Provincial Authority. There arc turther Ar- 
guments may be drawn from the Apoſtoli- 
cal Epiſtles, the Revelations of St. ohn, and 
the concurrent Sentiments of the Primitive 
Fathers for the firſt 300 Years. But this we 
mult refer to another Conſultation. 
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4. 25. l. 15, read, originally. p. 28. J. 20. for 
Bam iy, read, Bamse. p. 20. I. 1. for, ſead, read 
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